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Farmer’s fair is a regular event, which is organized every year by HARC and community based 
institutions in Yamuna valley for increasing farmer’s access to agriculture techniques,  to 
increase production along with increasing technical information and to develop a strong network 
of agribusiness and agri techniques by providing a common platform to different stakeholders 
linked with agribusiness. This year farmer’s fair was organized on 7-8 January 2009 at Naugaon, 
Uttarkashi. Approximately 800 farmers of Uttarkashi, Chamoli and Tehri visited the fair.  
 
As a result of HARC’s interventions the farmers of Naugaon block got organized into institution 
and have started growing fruits and vegetables on a commercial basis. The farmer’s fair helped 
in increasing the technical knowledge of farmers for off seasonal vegetable production and 
horticulture. The produce of the region has got recognition at State and National level Mandis. 
As a result of HARC’s efforts for diversification of crops in the region, the farmers along with 
vegetable production have also got motivated for aromatic and medicinal plant production and 
for pomegranate, walnut, pear, plum production.   
 
The farmer’s fair provides direct linkage of the producer with the companies. This has helped in 
improving the quality production along with quantity production in the area. This fair helps in 
motivating farmers for making agriculture their livelihood options and improving agriculture by 
adopting new techniques. As a result of regular intervention the youth has started considering 
agriculture as one of the means of livelihood options and are now taking interest in agriculture. 
These initiatives have helped a lot for increasing vegetable production in the region.  
 
This year 27 different companies and government 
departments participated in the fair and provided 
information to the farmers for seed, fertilizer, pesticide, 
agri equipment and different schemes of government for 
rural areas. The farmers purchased seeds, pesticides, 
equipments and seedlings according to their need and 
requirement and received first hand knowledge about 
various development schemes of block and district. 
During the fair; face to face interaction was organized for 
the growers of the valley with technical experts from Dr. 
Y.S.Parmar University of Horticulture and Forestry, 
Nauni, Solan, Krishi Vigyan Kendra, Chinyalisaur, 
Krishi Vigyan Kendra Rohru. The farmers could get on the spot solution to their problems 
related to production and plant diseases and got information on floriculture, vegetable 
production, plant conservation and orchard management.  
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The fair was inaugurated by Padamshri, Padmabhushan and Magsaysay award winner Shri 
Chandi Prasad Bhatt ji and Block Pramukh of Naugaon Block Shri. Yashwant Kumar. Shri. 
V.V.S Purshottam, District Magistrate, Uttarkashi was special guest at the fair. Shri. Mahendra 
Singh Kunwar, secretary HARC shared the objective of organizing the fair.  
 
The following information was imparted during the fair through different meetings -   
 

 
The meeting was chaired by District Magistrate 
Uttarkashi, Shri. V.V.S.Purshottam. HARC introduced 
floriculture for the first time in the villages Naini, 
Mulana and Murari. The meeting provided a common 
platform to the Farmer of Naini, Mulana and Murari 
village to share their experiences on flower production. 
To motivate farmers for floriculture District Magistrate 
declared that government would provide support to two 
villages, Mulana and Naini for floriculture. The subject 
expert invited by HARC provided information for 
marigold production. The information provided by them 
included information about the species that could be grown in this region to get maximum yield 
and thus maximum benefit, when to sow the plants, nursery raising, deshooting, debudding and 
marketing of product in the market.  
 

 
Dr. D.D. Sharma expert on vegetable production from 
Rohru, Himachal Pradesh provided information 
regarding vegetable production to the farmers. He 
equipped farmers with information such as selection of 
vegetable, selection of seeds, irrigation techniques, crop 
cycle, market demand and market management. The 
farmers also shared their experience and views during 
the meeting. Due to less land holding there are less 
chances of increasing the economic gain by just growing 
traditional crops. Thus growing vegetable cash crop 
along with traditional crop helps in improving the 
economic status of farmers. The information for tomato, capsicum, cabbage, cauliflower, French 
beans, peas, potato and creeper vegetables was provided to the farmers.  
 

 
Dr. Deepak Rai from Krishi Vigyan Kendra, Chinyalisaur shared the works done by the Krishi 
Vigyan Kendra in field of traditional crop production in mountains, research work in vegetable 
production, trainings, introduction of new techniques. The information for increasing the 
productivity of traditional crop was provided by him during the meeting. The farmers were 
motivated for adopting diversification in fruit production.  
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Dr. Pankaj Nautiyal from Krishi Vigyan Kendra, Chinyalisaur provided all the relevant 
information required for establishing an orchard. This included  

·  Selection of location  
·  Selection of fruits according to height 
·  Choosing the variety 
·  Distance of saplings from each other 
·  Marketing of the product.  

 
He shared that different fruits require different altitude for growth and diversification reduces the 
chances of loss. The information for improving the apple production was also provided to the 
producers.  
 
He suggested producers that they should take consultation from the research centre while 
establishing a new orchard.  
 

 
The farmers lack information about soil because soil 
testing is not regularly organized by them. Dr. Pradeep 
from Krishi Vigyan Kendra, Rohru shared with the 
farmers that soil testing is very important for soil health 
which aids to the increase in agriculture production and 
thus it should be done on a regular basis. He provided 
information about the problems which arise in a plant 
due to nutrient deficiency in the soil. The symptoms of 
different diseases and their prevention were also shared 
with the farmers. The farmers shared that they know the importance of soil testing but even then 
they do not take their soil for testing because the center for soil testing are located far away in 
Uttarkashi and in Srinagar. So it is difficult for the farmer’s to get their soil tested.  
 

 
Dr. J.C. Bhardwaj from Krishi Vigyan Kendra, Rohru, H.P provided information for orchard 
management and to take better crop from the orchard. He provided information for tree care. 
This included information for fertilizing the trees, different diseases and pest that affect the plant 
and how they could protect their plant from these diseases and pests. Checking the trees for the 
diseases such as root borer, stem borer and their prevention was shared with the farmers. The 
information about harvesting and marketing of the fruit 
was also provided to them.  
 

 
Kisan trading company and Aspee group exhibited 
power tiller spray machine, high tech spray machine 
during the fair. These machines were the point of 
attraction for the farmers during the fair as these 
machines are very beneficial for the mountain region.  
The cost of the machine is high.  
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The irrigation equipments were exhibited by the Jain Irrigation company. These equipments 
were very much liked by the farmers. Drip irrigation equipments will be useful as they require 
less water.  
 

 
High Tech Manual Spray Machine was exhibited by Kisan Trading Company. This machine was 
very much liked by the farmers because it does not require two people for operating and 
secondly it requires less spray and is also time saving. 
 
At the end of the second day, Kisan Sangathan, self help groups, women cooperative, innovative 
farmers who are doing remarkable work in their field were honored by Padamshri, 
Padambhushan and Magsasay award winner Shri. Chandi Prasad Bhatt ji.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


